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EDITORIAL NOTES 


INDUSTRIAL GAS 


E conclude in our issue to-day publication of the written 

contributions to the discussion on the Institution Papers, 

and we think it will be agreed that no set of Papers has 
given rise to more pertinent comment or to such unanimity of 
expression regarding several main policies which must be put 
into effect to assure the future progress and prosperity of the 
Gas Industry. On several matters the position has been made 
abundantly clear; this year’s meeting of the Institution can be 
summed up as a call for action, and we hope to discuss later 
what lines this action might take. To four of the Papers, all 
dealing with aspects of standardization, we have already referred 
in these columns. We now turn for a moment to the contri- 
bution by Mr. H. R. Hems, of Birmingham, on post-war develop- 
ment of industrial gas. As was to be expected, the war has 
brought home to industrialists more than ever before the value 
of gaseous fuel, though we cannot at present give any figures 
relative to new and important loads. It is common knowledge, 
though, that while many undertakings have had their resources 
taxed to the utmost they have coped with the demands remark- 
ably well, on occasion under considerable difficulty. The Gas 
Industry, said Mr. Hems, can regard increasing loads as the 
achievements of many years of effort on the part of its scientists, 
engineers, and salesmen—and particularly, we might add, to the 
excellent work during recent years of the Industrial Gas Centres, 
which work will have to be extended and still further co-ordi- 
nated after the war. Fortunately in this case machinery exists 
for the purpose, and we can envisage great strides in the develop- 
ment and improvement of design of furnaces and equipment for 
the utilization of gaseous fuel—furnaces, for example, designed 
as machines for continuous production. Nor should the large 
apparatus have sole consideration. There is plenty to be done 
on the smaller types of appliance, the consumptions of which 
make in the aggregate a formidable showing. 

To a larger extent than is perhaps imagined the industrial gas 
load is in wartime “‘unreal’—a matter touched upon by Mr. 
Dean Chandler in the discussion on the Paper. Heat-treatment 
fuel costs are, as he pointed out, frequently of almost negligible 
importance in relation to the costs of labour, materials, and over- 
heads. The prices of gas and of equipment have largely lost 
their importance; the obvious advantages of gas have created 
the demand for gas equipment, and the demand for gas at 
times exceeds the supply. After the war there will be a pressing 
need for consolidation or reconstruction of the business gained, 
and the problems involved will include other than purely tech- 
nical ones. Will, for instance, industries remain ‘‘dispersed’’? 
Will what may be termed outer districts have to visualize con- 
tinued industrial expansion or a return to something resembling 
pre-war business, and the industrial towns stabilization of 
business or a return towards pre-war conditions? It is impos- 
sible to supply an answer, but it is obviously necessary to plan, 
on flexible lines, for possible eventualities. We think we shall 
be in a far better position in regard to the retention of the indus- 
trial gas load at the end of this war than we were in 1919. A 
bigger measure of success can be achieved under renewed peace- 
time conditions, but not without constancy of well planned 
effort. 

An important factor in post-war development will be that of 
the price at which gas is supplied. Uniformity of price would 


help greatly, and with regional planning it should not be too 
difficult of attainment. We must get down to clearer notions 
on price policy, for one of the stumbling blocks to general 
development of the use of industrial gas has been the varying 
charges in different parts of the country. And linked up with 
price is service. With large firms having branches throughout 
the country high price or poor service at any one branch is 
bound to have its repercussions at other branches. If a load is 
lost at one branch it may have a serious effect on the business of 
other gas undertakings. In the discussion on Mr. Hems’ 
Paper Mr. C. H. Chester cited one firm which simply would not 
consider gas because of the price and service offered elsewhere. 
Mr. Chandler, who agrees with us that no one can reasonably 
dispute that uniformity of prices would help considerably, 
asked whether the more favourably placed gas undertakings 
are to keep their prices up and take themselves away from the 
competitive range, or whether the less favourably placed under- 
takings are to cut their prices to uneconomic levels in an effort 
to get unremunerative business. This is a pessimistic query to 
which, however, a workable solution must be found. The com- 
plexity of the problem is there, admittedly. It calls for hard 
thinking and vigorous action. 

Then there is the question of the type of training and the 
type of men needed for post-war development of the industrial 
load. Most industrial gas engineers have acquired their know- 
ledge through the channels of the Gas Industry itself. Mr. 
Hems contended that the future will require more men specialized 
in individual trades and processes, and that, with the exception 
of the large undertakings, their training and experience should 
be at the disposal of more than one undertaking. He added 
that this may mean the setting up of a laboratory for research 
and testing of furnaces and industrial appliances, and that the 
use of such a laboratory and the results of its work should be 
available to the Gas Industry as a whole. The Industrial 
Centres are, of course, working to this end, and there are now 
innumerable instances where new processes have been met by 
specially designed gas equipment at these Centres following 
enquiries by member undertakings. It is certain that in many 
cases but for the Centres, enquiries would either not have been, 
accepted or dealt with by quite a few gas undertakings; it is 
also certain that no efforts of the Centres can be successful if 
the members do not introduce satisfactory scales of charges for 
gas. Time and again the Centres have indicated to members 
the price at which gas can be quoted with a reasonable chance of 
obtaining different loads. Again, looking to the future, we 
would stress the importance of the Centres widening the scope 
of their activities by collaboration with the universities. A 
notable example was recorded in our columns not long ago. 
We refer to the collaboration between the Fuel Department at 
Leeds and the Yorkshire Centre. For some time the Manage- 
ment Committee of the Centre has been working in close 
co-operation with the Department in pursuing investigations 
into several aspects of industrial gas utilization. This has so 
developed that an arrangement was recently made whereby the 
Department houses work of this character and the Centre provides 
funds to cover incidental expenditure, research assistants, and 
a rent to the University. Such an arrangement is obviously to 
be commended; it has advantages for all concerned, and rapid 
development can confidently be anticipated when peace 


returns. 
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THE INDUSTRY’S VOICE 


F we feel—as there can be little doubt most of us do feel— 

that, in order to secure the fullest possible appreciation of 

the public and the utmost recognition and support of the 
Government, our Industry in the future must speak with a much 
louder and much more united voice than in the past, then it 
follows that we must favour an increase, if possible, rather than 
a decrease in “‘gatherings together,”’-even while existing difficult 
conditions prevail. Circumstances have placed great obstacles 
in the way of such meetings—great in all cases, insuperable, 
perhaps, in some—and thus it is that the Eastern Counties 
Association found it impracticable to arrange a meeting between 
the one at Grimsby in May, 1939, and that which has just taken 
place at Peterborough. While realizing that, with so extensive 
an area as that covered by the Association, there are special 
difficulties in getting the members together, we congratulate the 
Committee upon their decision to hold the Peterborough 
meeting, and further upon their evident determination to proceed 
with arrangements for an autumn meeting this year. We do 
this while admitting, of course, the soundness of the contention 
of the President (Mr.- J. Kennington) that the first concern of 
the members must be their own undertakings, and that, particu- 
larly at times like these, they must want to be close at hand, 
in case anything should happen. 

But this necessity that the Gas Industry should speak with a 
much louder voice in the future—which was emphasized by the 
President during the proceedings—does point directly to united 
action, and not so much to individual effort. And in addition 
to this aspect of “gathering together,’ there never was a time 
when more, or greater, problems confronted the Industry. 
Again to quote the President, while the present must be our 
immediate concern, we must not be short-sighted, and must look 
to the post-war period. There are the many valuable lessons 
learned as the result of the recent meeting of The Institution of 
Gas Engineers; there are suggestions to be considered, and, 
where thought advisable, to be put into practice; there is, in fact, 
everything that has any bearing upon the future broad policy 
of the Industry. Follow the President still further, and consider 
his contention that “‘if our Industry is to take its rightful place 
when peace comes along, it will be ‘necessary to have some 
co-ordination in the many organizations whose main object is 
to promote and develop the interests and welfare of the Gas 
Industry,’’ and to make every effort for the common good of 
the great public service that has been entrusted to the care of 
those to whom he appealed. 

With all this—and very much more besides—‘‘in the picture,” 
who will question the accuracy of the assertion that “‘to-day, 
and in the future, professional association is to be desired more 
than ever”? It is the avenue of “professional association” 
which will lead to the “very much louder voice” so vitally 
necessary to the Industry’s welfare in the future ! 


NEW IRON AND STEEL ORDER 


LL iron products except pig iron are brought under similar 

control to that already exercised in the case of steel by the 

new Control of Iron and Steel (No. 15) Order, 1941, just 
issued by the Ministry of Supply Iron and Steel Control, and 
gas undertakings and makers of plant and appliances will in 
future have to follow the same procedure in connexion with the 
acquisition of iron as that with which they have become more 
or less familiar when seeking to obtain supplies of steel. The 
new Order revokes all the Orders in force dealing with iron and 
steel supplies (Nos. 8, 10, 11, 12, and 13). The form of the 
Order has been changed considerably by the incorporation in 
the body of the Order of the provisions which were formerly 
set Out in a separate Direction, but its general principles are 
unchanged. The chief alteration is the inclusion in the Distri- 
bution of Steel Supplies Scheme of all iron products except 
pig iron, but including iron castings, with effect as from Sept. 1. 
It will then be necessary for all orders to have been authorized 
by the responsible Government Departments according to the 
procedure summarized in the ‘“JOURNAL”’ of July 2 (page 16); 
for the period to Aug. 31 the Direction No. 1 issued with the 
Order maintains the present arrangements for licensing of iron 
products. 
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Another important alteration concerns the prohibition of the 
treatment, use, and consumption without authority, of iron 
and steel in the production, repair, or maintenance of article; 
not controlled under the Order. The main effect of this prc 
vision will be to control the use of iron and steel by firms within 
the iron and steel industry who also make products not subjec: 
to control; for example, an ironfounder cannot convert his iron 
castings into stoves or baths without authority. Another poin: 
in the new Order is that the quantity and value of materia! 
which may be bought by any one customer from stockholding 
merchants without licence is limited. This supplements the 
arrangements already in force by which the quantities allocated 
to stockholders are rationed. A provision in the No. 8 Order 
for the furnishing of returns, the keeping of books, &c., and 
for the inspection of works, has been omitted, as these powers 
are now contained in the Information and Records (Industry) 
Orders. Apart from the exemption from licence of small 
purchases from stockholding merchants, provision is made for 
the exemption of small purchases of certain materials, whether 
purchased from a stockholding merchant or a producer. Maxi- 
mum prices fixed under the Order are, in the main, unaltered, 
but some minor adjustments and additions have been made in 
the schedule. 


Publicity in War 


Modern Publicity in War, edited by F. A. Mercer and Grace 
Lovat Fraser and published by the Studio Ltd. (price 12s. 6d.), is a 
most interesting and a significant work. In an introduction Sir 
Cecil M. Weir remarks that where for the home market manufacturers 
can only produce quantities of commodities that are less than their 
customers wish to buy, there seems at first sight to be little need for 
expenditure on publicity and advertising. But he follows this by the 
important observation that long term considerations suggest that it 
would be very unwise to allow the home consumer to forget the merits 
of products, commodities, and materials for which well organized 
publicity has created a growing demand in times of plenty. The form 
of advertising may well be adapted to fit in with wartime circumstances 
and must necessarily be curtailed by restrictions in space and paper, 
but there is still scope for publicity in the domestic market although 
it must be planned differently than in normal times. With which 
sentiment we agree, as also with the view that some of the colour of 
life would disappear if we were to drop this feature of commercial and 
industrial promotion. After an article on commercial and State 
propaganda in wartime by Mr. John Gloag the volume is devoted 
to the reproduction of selected advertisements indicating a unity of 
purpose and unflagging confidence which are undeniably helpful and 
stimulating. One of the all too few Gas Industry advertisements re- 
produced is that issued by the London Regional Gas Centre with the 
caption, ‘No, I’m not going to tell you about my bombs,” in which Mr. 
Therm, speaking for 15 gas companies, thanks Londoners for their 
patience and understanding, and explains something of the organiza- 
tion for ensuring as far as humanly possible continuity of gas supply. 
A message, in fact, of good cheer, and we only wish there were more 
Gas Industry announcements of a similar nature appearing in our 
National Press. Modern Publicity is a tonic and a work of historic 
interest and must be of the greatest value to those engaged in adver- 
tising. 


Reform from Within? 


In spite of the drastic slimming process to which it has been sub- 
jected through enforced war economies, the Daily Press contains in 
every edition more to stir the imagination of its readers than was the 
case when space was less restricted. World-moving events are 
recorded from day to day—almost from hour to hour. Battles 
surpassing in magnitude anything of the kind that have gone before; 
deeds of heroism in the air, on land, and on sea; the irresistible voice 
of public opinion; shadows of things that are to come; all this, and 
much more. Enough, in all conscience, to fill the ‘‘news cells” of 
one’s brain between one edition and the next! And yet, some days 
ago, an event unconnected with any of these—except, perhaps, as 
“shadows of things that are to come’—was recorded in The Times, 
which also insistently demanded prompt and full admission into these 
same “news cells.” Said the Parliamentary Correspondent to The 
Times: “The long speeches which some members make is a frequent 
cause of complaint in the House of Commons, because of the many 
others anxious but unable to take part in debates. Similar complaints 
are now being heard from members of the House of Lords.” Of 
course, there is usually the argument that no one need listen to a 
speech if he does not wish to. But, even so, is it too much to hope 
that the statement of the Parliamentary Correspondent just quoted 
may herald the advent of “reform from within’’ ? 
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Personal 


Mr. J. S. Thorman 


Mr. J. S. THORMAN has been appointed Deputy Chief Engineer of 
the Gas Light and Coke Company. 

Mr. Thorman entered the service of the late West Ham Gas Com- 
pany in August, 1896, as a pupil of his father, who was Engineer of 
that Company. His grandfather had been the first Engineer of the 
same Company. After serving at Stratford he was transferred to 
Beckton and, in November, 1913, was appointed Senior Assistant 
Engineer there. In 1918 Mr. Thorman became Deputy Resident 
Engineer at Beckton; three years later he went to Bow Common as 
Station Engineer, and from there to the Stratford Works in the same 
apacity. 

During the time he was at Stratford Mr. Thorman did a considerable 
amount of pioneer work in connexion with the application of waste- 
heat boilers to retort settings. 

He was later transferred to Southall—the largest of the late Brentford 
Gas Company’s manufacturing stations—on the amalgamation of the 
two Companies. During his period of service at Southall a great deal 
of reconstruction was undertaken, including the installation of a very 
large unit of intermittent vertical chambers—a type of plant then new 
to the Company and almost to the Gas Industry in this country. 
Mr. Thorman was closely identified with the use of this unit to the 
best advantage, having regard to British carbonizing conditions. In 
1932 the Council of The Institution of Gas Engineers awarded him the 
Institution Gold Medal for 1931 for his Paper on “Intermittent 
Vertical Chambers and Coal and Coke Handling Plant at Southall,” 
read at the 68th Annual General Meeting of the Institution. 

From Southall Mr. Thorman was transferred as Station Engineer 
to Fulham, where he remained until his present appointment. 


Mr. E. G. Stewart 


Mr. E. G. STEwarr has been appointed Station Engineer at Fulham 
in succession to Mr. Thorman. : 

A native of Portsmouth, Mr. Stewart received his technical educa- 
tion in Civil, Mechanical, and Electrical Engineering at the Portsmouth 
— Technical College and later at the Northampton College, 
London. 

He entered the Gas Industry in 1906; serving three years in the shops 
and drawing office of the Portsmouth Gas Company. In 1909 he 
became an Engineer Staff Pupil of the Gas Light and Coke Company 
and in 1912 was appointed Junior Assistant Engineer of that Company. 
Starting at Beckton Works, he was transferred the following year to 
Fulham as Chief Assistant, and received the rank of Senior Assistant 
Engineer in 1917. 

In 1922 Mr. Stewart left Fulham to become Station Engineer of the 
Ilford Works, and when this Works closed down he went to West- 
minster as an Assistant to Mr. Hardie. In 1935 he was appointed 
Assistant Chief Engineer. 

Mr. Stewart holds the Bronze Medals of the City and Guilds Institute 
in Gas Engineering and Gas Supply, as well as the Complete 
Honours Certificates in both subjects. In 1930 he contributed a 
Paper to The Institution of Gas Engineers on the introduction of coke 
ovens, which was awarded the H. E. Jones Gold Medal. 

He has travelled widely in Europe and in the United States of 
America on behalf of the Company in connexion with the examination 
and selection of new plant and processes for gas manufacture. 


As we went to press with last week’s issue we announced the appoint- 
ment of Mr. W. A. Howie as Engineer and Manager of the Maidstone 
Gas Company. 

Mr. Howie commenced his professional career as Articled Pupil to 
the South Shields Gas Company and had the distinction of winning 
the First Prize and Silver Medal in the final examination of the City 
and Guilds of London in Gas Engineering and Manufacture. In 1911 
he was appointed Chief Assistant Engineer to the South Shields Gas 
Company, and during the last War. served in the Royal Naval Air 
Service. 

When Mr. Howie was appointed to Gravesend in 1924 the yearly 
output of gas was 104 million cu.ft. and to-day the output is 250 
million cu.ft., an increase of 140%. Practically the whole of the 
Works at the Canal Basin has been modernized and many miles of 
mains have been laid to give consumers a satisfactory supply of gas. 

Mr. Howie is Hon. Secretary of the Southern Association of Gas 
Engineers and Managers, and also serves on the General Committee 
of the British Commercial Gas Association. He is Chairman of the 
Finance Committee of the Gravesend Division of the Kent Con- 
stitutional Association and Vice-Chairman of the Gravesend Con- 
servative Club. He is a Past-President of the Gravesend Rotary 
Club and also the present Chairman of the Local Fuel Committee. 


* * * 

On July 1 the Works Director of George Wilson Gas Meters, Ltd., 
Mr. D. C. E. PooLe, completed his 30th year with the Company, and 
on July 22 the Chairman and Managing Director, Mr. J. H. Wilson, 
made him a presentation of a silver cigarette case and a cheque on 
tehalf of the Directors of the Company, in the presence of the older staff. 

Mr. J. H. Wilson mentioned in the course of a short speech that Mr. 
Poole joined the firm when there were only about 10 employees, and it 
was in no small measure due to his outstanding ability and initiative 
that the number had increased to well over 500 by 1938. He had for 
many years been outstanding in the Gas Industry, and during the 
periods of the B.I.F. many members of the Industry had made special 
calls to discuss with Mr. Poole problems affecting Gas Meters. 


, 
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Mr. Poole’s many activities at the moment include a very active 
part in Civil Defence Work through the medium of the Special 
Constabulary. 

* * * 

On July 18 Mr. P. C. SHAPLEY, Works Manager of West’s Gas 
Improvement Co., Ltd., and brother of Mr. C. S. Shapley, of Leeds, 
who was present at the ceremony at Buckingham Palace, was invested 
as a Member of the Order of the British Empire by His Majesty 
the King. This honour was conferred on him in a recent King’s 
Birthday Honours List. 


* * * 


Mr. LAwreNceE A. Bratt, Chairman and Managing Director of 
Bratt Colbran, Ltd., has been appointed a Director of Radiation Ltd. 


* * * 

Mr. F. J. Ropinson, Managing Director, Engineer, and Secretary 
of the Chesham and District Gas Company, has been appointed 
General Manager and Secretary of the Ilfracombe Gas Company. 
He has been in charge of the Chesham Undertaking for nearly 26 years. 


* * * 

Mr. R. S. FALKNER, who has been Engineer and Manager of the 
Ilfracombe Gas Company since 1934, has been appointed General 
Manager and Secretary of the Chesham and District Gas Company 
in place of Mr. F. J. Robinson. 

* * * 

Mr. R. F. Rosinson, who has been on the Engineering Staff of the 
Watford and St. Albans Gas Company for the past ten years, having 
served Articles with Mr. T. C. Battersby, now Director, Chief Engineer, 
and General Manager of the Company, has been appointed Engineer 
of the Ilfracombe Gas Company. 

Both the Ilfracombe and Chesham Undertakings are subsidiaries 
of Associated Gas and Water Undertakings, Ltd. 


Letter to the Editor 


Petrol Rationing 


Sir,—There have recently been a number of notes and articles in 
the Press about petrol rationing, in which the Petroleum Board has 
been referred to as the authority responsible for rationing petrol. 

The Petroleum Board is a wartime organization of the petroleum 
importing and distributing companies, its business being to import, 
store, and deliver petroleum products in the United Kingdom; the 
Board has nothing whatever to do with petrol rationing, except in so 
far as it may only accept orders from its customers against the presen- 
tation by them of the appropriate ration coupons. 

Petrol rationing is a function of the Petroleum Department of the 
Board of Trade, and, in the case of goods vehicles and public service 
vehicles, of the Ministry of War Transport. The allocation and issue 
of ration coupons, and any matters that arise in connexion therewith, 
are the concern of these Government departments alone. 

Yours, etc., 
ANDREW AGNEW, 


Shell-Mex House, Strand, W.C. 2. 
Chairman, The Petroleum Board. 


June 3, 1941. 


First Silver Cross of Merit 


Sergeant G. C. Everitt, R.A.F., formerly on the sales staff of Ascot 
Gas Water Heaters, Ltd., and known to a large number in the Gas 
Industry in the South of England, has been awarded the first Polish 
Silver Cross. We reproduce herewith 
an illustration of the Certificate, which 
reads as follows: 


Lz ecepospolia Lobka 


“REPUBLIC OF POLAND. WZ, 

In accordance with the Decree f 

Dz.U.R.P. No. 62—458 article 5, 
dated the Sth April 1941 


THE SILVER CROSS OF MERIT 
has been awarded for the first time to 


Sergeant R.A.F. 
GEOFFREY CHARLES EVERITT 


London 4th June 1941 
President of the 
Republic of Poland 
W. RACZKIEWICZ. 


SikorskI, General.” 


NA ZASADZIE ART SUSTAWY Z DNIA 23 CZERWCA #923R 
ZU RP. Nx 62 POZ 458) 


NADAJE 


RAP 


Sergean 
Ceofrey Charks Ececill 
SREBANY KRZYZ ZASLUGI 


PO RAZ PIERWSZY 
Xondyn, dnia 4 ceerwea 194 1r 


PREZVDENT RIECTYPOSPOLITED 
POLSAEs 


grhnn,,’ bint} 


9 bean. 


Sergeant Everitt rescued a Polish 
gunner from a Wellington bomber 
(with full load of bombs) which 
was blazing on an aerodrome in 
England. Besides being the first man awarded the Polish Silver 
Cross of Merit, he is also the first member of the Forces from Ascot 
Gas Water Heaters, Ltd., to obtain a decoration. He joined the 
firm in April, 1936, was transferred to Southampton Branch in May, 
1937, and had many contacts with members of the Gas Industry in 
South of England until he was called up in the R.A.F.V.R. on Sept. 2, 
1939. 
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FTER an interval of nearly three years, the eighth Annual 

General Meeting of the London and Counties Coke Association 
~~ — was held at the Mayfair Hotel, London, on July 21, the President, 
Mr. Frank H. Jones, presiding. 

Following the signing of the minutes of the last meeting, held on 
Oct. 31, 1938, Mr. R. W. Foot, Chairman of the Central Committee, 
proposed the re-election of Mr. Frank H. Jones as President for the 
ensuing year. 

Mr. S. E. Whitehead seconded, and Mr. W. Phillips supported the 
proposition, which was carried with acclamation. 

Mr. Foot then presented the Annual Report and Accounts, and 
said that the total expenses for the current year were over £3,000 less 
than the previous year, the main saving being in the technical service, 
where the difference was £2,350, largely due to reduced staff. They 
had lost four members of their pre-war technical staff—one, he was 
sorry to say, permanently, by the death in April, 1940, of Mr. Nicol, 
who had spent his lifetime in the Coke Industry and had done out- 
standing work for it. 


Coke Supply and Demand 


The demand for coke in the Association’s area had outrun the 
supply, and to meet this approximately 250,000 tons of coke had been 
imported by the Wholesale Coke Co., Ltd., from the North-East 
coast. The loss on this coke had been substantial consequent upon 
the heavy freight charges and this, by arrangement with the Mines 
Department, was being recovered by a levy on all coke sold in the 
area. This was paid by all hard coke producers and gas coke pro- 
ducers sending coke into the area, in addition, of course, to the 
Association’s own members. Members were strongly advised by the 
Central Committee, who had looked into the supply position very 
carefully, to take advantage of this coke now while there was transport 
available. Most of the hard coke available in this way was large, 
which perhaps did not make it the easiest size to handle, but it was 
suggested that each member should look into his own position and 
decide how he could take some of this coke and either use it for 
water gas manufacture, thus releasing his own coke for re-sale, or, if 
he had customers who could handle it, endeavour to persuade them to 
stock as much as possible. It would be unwise for any gas under- 
taking that foresaw a shortage in its own supply to neglect to take 
every ton of this imported coke it could get and put it into stock. 
A special allowance of up to 2s. 6d. per ton would be made for this 
purpose. 


Duration of Agreement 


For the first three years of its existence the Association operated 
on one-year agreements, then a term of three years was embarked 
upon, and lastly, a five-year term. This five-year term would end in 
June, 1942, and the Central Committee had decided to recommend 
the extension of the arrangements for a further five-year period from 
June, 1942. 

Since the last Annual Meeting in 1938 considerable strides had been 
made in regard to the National Federation of Gas Coke Associations, 
which now comprised seven member Associations, with represen- 
tatives from Scotland and South Wales. The British Hard Coke 
Association was also divided into districts conforming with the 
boundaries of the Gas Coke Federation, and in several districts there 
were working arrangements between the gas coke and hard coke 
producers, and these were being encouraged by both national organi- 
zations. The first real work of the Federation was to arrange the 
pre-war assurance to the Mines Department on behalf of the Gas 
Coke Industry. That assurance was accepted by the Department 
and was still operative, so that there was no Government Order 
controlling sales of coke ex gas-works. Each member was on his 
honour to observe that assurance, and there was every reason to 
believe it was being faithfully operated. After the outbreak of war 
the Federation agreed to co-operate with the hard coke producers on 
all matters of mutual interest. 


Coke Prices 


In May, 1940, the Federation, with the hard coke producers, 
negotiated with the Mines Department the formula which allowed 
that coke should receive an increase of 50% more than pithead coal 
price increases. Therefore, all the increases in coke prices since the 
first had been on this basis, and it had been very helpful because it 
had enabled coke prices to synchronize with the coal price increases. 
The first increase in coke prices in November, 1939, was arranged by 
a rather complicated system of figures, but these took so long to 
prepare and so long to be considered by the Mines Department that 
the time lag between the incurring of the expenses and the authoriza- 
tion for recovefing them was far too long. For this Association’s 
area the increase in the freight costs of coal had been considerable, 
and in some cases more important than the pithead increases. While 
the Mines Department had not officially agreed that the’ formula 
should apply to delivered coal prices they had, in fact, authorized 
increases allowing something in respect of these. 

All through the wartime period, when it had been necessary for the 
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Mines Department to authorize all increases in coke prices, it had 
been possible to negotiate these on a District basis in conjunction 
with the hard coke producers. 


Technical Developments 


The Technical Committee, under the chairmanship of Colone 
H. C. Smith, and the Technical staff under the direction of Mr. Boon, 
General Manager, had had an active year notwithstanding the difficult 
conditions. It had been recognized that it was essential for post-war 
business that a certain amount of research and development work 
must be undertaken if they were to maintain an active coke policy 
after the war. 

The view was held by the Technical Department that the develop- 
ments in agriculture were tending to a much greater extent to 
use heat in one form or another, and for these purposes coke had 
proved an admirable fuel. The Association had already been pro- 
minent in the development of agricultural and horticultural processes 
such as those used for grass drying, soil warming, grain conditioning, 
the prevention of frost damage in orchards, and the heating of cattle 
houses and farrowing and weaning sheds. 

With regard to the production of coke itself, the problems of coke 
quality were being dealt with, and matters relating to the dust-proofing 
of coke, its activation, and the standardization of sizes, were all being 
actively pursued. The Association would take credit for having 
formulated for the large tonnage of coke sold standards and sizes 
which had been extensively adopted and proved satisfactory for 
general marketing purposes, and it was hoped that for the general 
benefit of the Industry the adoption of standard coke sizes would be 
carried out in the country as a whole. 

The Association was not only an efficient one, but also a happy 
one—due primarily to the fact that its foundations were secure upon 
the basis of good faith and fair dealing, and secondly that they had 
an excellent staff under whom they had a most efficient and loyal 
staff. Whether the next General Meeting would be held under 
conditions of war or peace no one could tell. They had nearly two 
years of war behind them, and he felt sure that conditions to-day 
justified them in giving consideration to plans for enabling the Asso- 
ciation. to meet successfully any conditions that it might have to face 
in the immediate post-war period. Their objective could be stated 
simply, namely, so to arrange their affairs that they were able to sell 
all their coke in the best possible way. Under their direct control 
was the proper development of the coke market. Much had already 
been done in this direction, but in his view the field for expansion 
of the market for solid smokeless fuel in the South of England was 
a vast one, and it was quite obvious to them all how important this 
development was in the achievement of their objective. Outside 
their immediate control but within the scope of their present and 
future activities were the arrangements which they had now, and which 
they proposed to foster and develop with all other producers of solid 
smokeless fuels whether they were gas coke, hard coke or smokeless 
fuels from South Wales. 

The report and accounts were adopted on the proposition of the 
President, seconded by the Chairman, and the meeting also adopted 
the Central Committee’s recommendation to extend the Association’s 
agreement for a further five-year period from July, 1942. 


Speeches at the Luncheon 


The Annual Meeting was preceded by a luncheon at the May Fair 
Hotel, attended by nearly 150 members and guests, representing all 
the affiliated Associations and others with whom the Association is in 
close touch. 

Following the loyal toast, Mr. HENRY WooDALL proposed the 
toast of “The London and Counties Coke Association,” coupling 
with it the name of Mr. Frank Jones, the President, and expressed the 
hope that he might long preside over the Association. Mr. Foot 
had had many inspirations, but he was never inspired to better effect 
than when he suggested that the late Dr. Carpenter should be their 
first President. The splendid way in which all the gas undertakings 
in the London area had worked together under the presidency of 
Mr. Frank Jones during past years was due not a little to the sugges- 
tions made and accepted in June, 1931. 

The PRESIDENT having responded to the toast, Mr. R. W. Foor 
proposed ‘‘The Guests,” and said the members of the- Association 
would like him to say how much they appreciated their company. 
All the guests that day had some particular connexion in one direction 
or another with the work of the Association. He referred particularly 
to Mr. Henry Woodall, who had been a great supporter of the Asso- 
ciation from the beginning, and had a long record as a distinguished 
gas engineer and gas administrator; Mr. J. Charrington and Mr. 
J. R. Hopper, the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Coke Distri- 
butors’ Branch, without whom they could not have run the Asso- 
ciation; the Presidents and officials of many associations; Sir Francis 
Joseph, President of the Society of British Gas Industries; Mr. R. G. 
Crittall, President of the Institution of Heating and Ventilating 
Engineers ; Mr. G. Nelson Haden, President of the National Association 
of Heating, Ventilating and Domestic Engineering Employers: 
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repi sentatives of the National Gas Council, and of the British Com- 
mercial Gas Association, especially Mr. W. J. Sandeman, Chairman 
of the Executive Committee; Mr. T. P. Carr, President of the Coke 
Oven Managers’ Association; Mr. J. G. Bennett, Director of the 
British Coal Utilization Research Association; representatives of the 
National Smoke Abatement Society; and the representatives of the 
Technical Press. He coupled with the toast the names of Mr. E. V. 
Evans who, although a member of the Executive, was present as 
Senior Vice-President of The Institution of Gas Engineers; Mr. 
R. Alsop, Chairman of the British Hard Coke Association, whom he 
congra‘ulated on his recent award of the C.B.E.; and Mr. G. E. 
Aeron-rhomas, Chairman of the Executive Board of the South 
Wales District (Coal Mines) Scheme, 1930, more popularly known as 
the South Wales selling scheme. 

Mr. E. V. Evans, responding, said he was Chairman of the Gas 
Research Board, which controlled some of the work at Leeds Univer- 
sity, part of which was concerned with the complete gasification of 
coal. Some of them might think this work aimed at the abolition 
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of coke in the Gas Industry, but he wished to assure them that 
that was not the case. 

Mr. R. ALsop, also responding, said the past few years had brought 
the gas coke and the hard coke interests much closer together. The 
beginning of that closer relationship was the formation of the Inter- 
national Coke Convention, and that was the first time in the history 
of this country that they talked of both their products as one. 

Mr. G. E. AERON-THomas, who also responded, said that what had 
struck him most since he had come into touch with the Association 
as representing the anthracite and coal section of the South Wales 
trade was its complete understanding of the psychology of human 
nature. The people in that section of the trade which he represented 
felt they had done a wonderful stroke for themselves when they 
accepted the invitation to join the Association. They had a common 
cause, and they were delighted to be identified with the Association in 
striving for a common purpose. 

Mr. E. L. NICHOLAS proposed the toast of “The President,” and 
Mr. FRANK JonEs briefly responded. 


EASTERN COUNTIES ASSOCIATION 
Meet at Peterborough 


WELL-ATTENDED meeting of the Eastern Counties Gas 
Engineers’ and Managers’ Association—the first to take place 
since the one at Grimsby, shortly before the outbreak of war— 

was held in the Angel Hotel, Peterborough, on Thursday, July 24, 
under the Presidency of Mr. J. Kennington, who expressed his gratifi- 
cation at seeing so many members. Referring to the fact that they 
had not met since May, 1939, he said it had been a great disappoint- 
ment that they had not been able to visit Sudbury, as arranged. A 
good programme had also been drawn up for the May, 1940, meeting, 
but under the circumstances prevailing at that time it was thought 
desirable that it should not be held. The Association covered an 
area nearly 200 miles in length, from the Humber to the southern part 
of the Eastern Counties, and it was very difficult to get the members 
together. Their first concern, of course, was their own undertakings, 
and, particularly at times like these, they wanted to be close at hand 
in case anything should happen. He took occasion to welcome as a 
visitor Dr. W. T. K. Braunholtz, Secretary of The Institution of Gas 
Engineers, who brought with him apologies from the President, Sir 
Frederick J. West, who would have liked to be present, but was pre- 
vented by an important meeting in Manchester, and who sent his 
best wishes for a happy and instructive gathering. Mr. P. J. Lucas, 
Secretary of the British Commercial Gas Association, was another 
visitor. 

Coming to the business of the day, the minutes of the last meeting 
were first of all adopted, and then the President made feeling reference 
to the serious losses by death which had been sustained by the Asso- 
ciation since their last meeting. Mr. W. W. Townsend, of Colchester, 
Mr. P. D. Walmsley, of Great Yarmouth, and Mr. R. G. Shadbolt, of 
Birmingham, were all Past Presidents, and Mr. Shadbolt had been a 
member of the Association since 1895. Mr. Townsend, he said, had 
been a very valuable member, and was one who invariably had a 
cheery smile and was always helpful; Mr. Walmsley was a man of 
strong character, a real fighter, who always had the welfare of the Gas 
Industry in the front of his mind; and Mr. Shadbolt was a man of 
outstanding ability, whom they had been proud to have as a member 
of the Association. Others who had died were Mr. L. Birchmore, of 
Louth, who was a real hard worker, and typical of gas engineers in 
small towns in the Eastern Counties; and Mr. R. Bowden, of Lincoln, 
who had been a valued member of Mr. Wright's staff. On each 
occasion some member of the Association had been present at the 
last rites, and floral tributes and suitable letters of condolence had 
been sent. 

Five resignations were accepted, on the proposition of Mr. C. R. 
Fowler, seconded by Mr. J. Green. The members as announced by 
the Hon. Secretary, Mr. H. H. Redwood, of Newmarket, were 
Messrs. G. W. Richmond, C. E. Wright, W. E. Stephenson, A. J. 
Falkner, and E. F. Keable, the four last named having left the Industry. 

Proposed by Mr. J. Hunter Rioch, seconded by Mr. J. Demain, the 
following new members were elected : 


New Members 


Ronald Arthur Weston, Norwich. 

John Henry Greenacre, Great Yarmouth. 
Frank Allen, Clacton-on-Sea. 

Herbert Atlee Hunt, Maldon. 

Maurice Lee Smith, Colchester. 

John A. Derbyshire, Gainsborough. 

The Committee’s Annual Report and the Statement of Accounts 
for the years 1939 and 1940 were submitted and adopted, on the 
motion of Mr. R. Prince, seconded by Mr. K. R. Mortimer. Mr. 
Prince asked whether the Committee had considered an increase in the 
Benevolent Fund subscription. Many of them were now in receipt 
of war bonuses, and he thought members might also review their 
personal subscriptions. No one could read the last report of the 
Committee of the Fund without feeling rather ashamed of the extent 
of the support tendered by members generally. Those who were not 
subscribing already should do so at once. 


The Association have, in addition, a fund of their own, termed the 
President’s Benevolent Fund, the balance of which, in the accounts 
submitted, amounted to practically £230, there having been no call 
upon it during the two years. Mr. Kennington explained that, with 
the approval of the Committee, he had exercised his prerogative as 
President by making a grant from the fund which would be dealt 
with in the next accounts in the usual way. He did not think it 
necessary that a resolution should be put forward on the present 
occasion. 


Institution Benevolent Fund 


Coming to the recommendation of the Committee that the Asso- 
ciation should donate £10 10s. to the Benevolent Fund of the Insti- 
tution of Gas Engineers, the President said he thought the members 
would like a few remarks upon the point by Dr. Braunholtz. 

Dr. Braunholtz said that, in his capacity as Hon. Treasurer to the 
Fund, he could assure the members that the grants which the Associa- 
tion had made in the past and were proposing to make this year were 
very much appreciated by the Committee of Management—particu- 
larly so as the Association had its own Benevolent Fund. Most of 
the members would have received the annual report of the Institution 
Benevolent Fund, and if they had studied it would have seen the type 
of case which the Committee utilized the Fund to assist, and the sort 
of grant it was possible to make; and they would have felt, he was 
sure, that the size of the grant they were able to make was hopelessly 
inadequate for the cases they were trying to relieve. He strongly 
appealed to all who were not yet contributing to the Fund by way of 
Deed of Covenant to consider whether they could not enter into an 
obligation of this sort for a period of seven years, thereby, in effect, 
doubling their contribution. This applied to individual subscriptions, 
and not to the Association contribution (if the Association did not 
pay income-tax). 

In the course of discussion two or three suggestions were made, 
and eventually Mr. Hunter Rioch expressed the opinion that it would 
be best to commit themselves now for one year only, and to make the 
contribution £25, and this was agreed to. 


Officers and Appointments 


The next item on the agenda was consideration of the Committee’s 
previous decision that the Officers and Committee should continue 
in office for a further twelve months. Mr. F. H. Robinson, of Bishop’s 
Stortford, as Vice-President, expressed his approval of this. Mr. G. 
Wright said they should bear in mind the younger members coming 
along, and he thought it would be wise to follow the lead of the 
Institution and elect a new President this year. Mr. W. C. Chapman 
pointed out that the change of officers was usually made at the October 
meeting. Mr. Hunter Rioch supported Mr. Wright, and thought the 
Association should revert to pre-war activities, and hold at any rate 
their two meetings a year. Mr. B. Clarke suggested that the matter 
be referred back to the Committee for further consideration, with a 
view to putting forward a recommendation at the October meeting, 
and eventually this course was agreed to. 

The election of Mr. H. R. Wimhurst as Joint Auditor with Mr. J. H. 
Troughton was confirmed. This is in place of Mr. G. A. Mallett, who 
has resigned, and to whom gratitude was expressed for the 21 years’ 
service he had given to the Association. The confirmation was pro- 
posed by Mr. F. G. Brockway, and seconded by Mr. A. Gregory. 

When the appointment of a Secretary to the Education Scheme of 
The Institution of Gas Engineers and to the Salesmanship Course of 
the British Commercial Gas Association was reached, the President 
remarked that Mr. E. F. Keable (who has now left the district and 
the Industry) had performed these duties in. a highly efficient manner 
for many years, and they would wish to place on record their warm 
appreciation of the splendid services he had rendered. It was agreed 
that this appreciation should be placed upon the minutes, and Mr. R. 
Prince was elected to the vacancy, on the proposition of Mr. Hunter 
Rioch, seconded by Mr. Robinson, and supported by Mr. Brockway. 
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Finally, Mr. Kennington was elected to serve as District Represen- 
tative on the Council of The Institution of Gas Engineers. 


A.R.P. and Defence Measures 


Members and visitors, to the number of sixty or more, then lunched 
together in the hotel, after which there was a discussion on Air Raid 
Precautions and Defence Measures as far as they concern gas-works, 
which was opened by Mr. J. Hunter Rioch, of Cambridge, Gas 
Engineering Adviser, Eastern Region. 

Proposing the health of ‘‘The Visitors” at the luncheon, the President 
said that the main object of the Industry with which most of those 
present were associated was a valuable contribution to the welfare 
and well-being of our country in times of peace; but it was also 
rendering in many ways splendid assistance to the Empire’s “‘win the 
war” effort. The Prestige Campaign inaugurated by the B.C.G.A. 
had done much in educating the public, and had amazed them by the 
diversity of the ways in which it could help. The present was admit- 
tedly their immediate concern; but they must not be short-sighted, 
and must look to the post-war period, which might be nearer than 
some of them thought. Many valuable lessons had been learned as 
the result of the recent meeting of The Institution of Gas Engineers, 
and all that was good at this meeting must be sifted-out and put into 
practice. Some of the Papers that had been given before the Parent 
Institution in the past had been of a highly scientific nature, and had 
only taken them a short way along the special line of research that 
had been indicated. In his opinion, some of these could have waited 
until more definite progress or results had been achieved. The 
average gas engineer had so many duties to perform that he could not 
specialize, but he was always ready to take advantage of any definite 
progress that had been made in his profession. It was thus to be 
hoped that the practice of presentipg condensed or abbreviated 
Papers would be continued. 


Problems Present and Future 


“It behoves us to look ahead,” continued Mr. Kennington, “‘so 
that we can take advantage of the peace when it comes. As far as 
finances and supplies will permit, our works, plant, and distribution 
system should be kept in good repair. I feel that, in spite of Govern- 
ment assurances, prices will harden still further, and sterling depreciate. 
The problems with which we are faced at the present time are extremely 
difficult, and all that each of us can do is to meet them as cheerfully 
as possible, and in a spirit of reasonableness, with the whole-hearted 
determination to co-operate in our own sphere of action with every 
effort that will help to win the war. Some of the Government efforts 
have not been very helpful, and we have not been impressed by the 
ability of the State to control the Gas Industry. (Hear, hear.”’) 
I do feel that our Industry in the future must speak with a much 
louder and much more united voice than in the past. The public will 
appreciate that, and the Government will respond more readily than 
they have done hitherto. Supervision and control may be necessary 
at times, but it should be placed in the hands of men of experience, 
who have a full knowledge of the subject they are asked to control, 
and when there are departments that are related they should be co- 
ordinated. Further, if our Industry is to take its rightful place when 
peace comes along, it will be necessary to have some co-ordination in 
the many organizations whose main object is to promote and develop 
the interests and welfare of the Gas Industry. Pride of place and self- 
interest will have to be subjugated, and every effort made for the 
common good of the great public service that has been entrusted to 
our care. Suggestions on these lines are contained in the short but 
excellent little paper entitled ‘““The Federal Idea Applied to the Gas 
Industry,’ which was to have been read by one of our members, Mr. 
W. T. Hallam, at one of our postponed meetings last year, and which 
was published in the Technical Press (see ““JOURNAL,”’ June 19, 1940, 
p. 627). 

“Initiative and enterprise must not be curbed, but the co-ordinating 
body must be given powers to compel undertakings to adopt certain 
recommendations which after discussion and investigation are thought 
to be for the benefit of the Gas Industry as a whole. In an industry 
such as ours, much is dependent on the mutual co-operation of its 
members, and to-day, and in the future, professional association is to 
be desired more than ever. This can be obtained in many ways. The 
area covered by our Association is very wide, extending from the 
Humber to the Thames. To facilitate more frequent meetings, it is 
divided into two Commercial Sections, Northern and Eastern, and I 
would suggest that these Sections meet more often, and that subjects 
for discussion cover a wider range than they have done in the past. 
Members should attend as frequently as possible, and come with the 
idea of not only receiving but of giving of their knowledge and experi- 
ence in technical, commercial, and sales problems.” 


Flueless Rooms 

“Many of our local doctors,’’ concluded the President, “‘are appre- 
ciating to the full the radiant efficiency of the modern type of gas fire. 
In cases of serious respiratory complaints they insist that a gas fire 
be installed in preference to any other form of heating. They condemn, 
too, the present-day practice of building houses having bedrooms 
without flues, and consider this a retrograde step in house design from 
a health point of view. They are also agreed that where they have 
cases of pneumonia, the case is always far more difficult to fight when 
the patient is in a flueless bedroom, and the only means of heating is 
an electric fire. In such circumstances, it was only possible to admit 
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fresh air into the room by opening the window and door, thus creating 
harmful draughts. Pressure should be brought to bear upon the 
Minister of Health, so that after the war there should be no repetition 
of building such houses.” 

Coupled with the toast were the names of Dr. Braunholtz and Mr. 
Lucas, and each, in his reply, dealt helpfully with the work of his 
own organization. Dr. Braunholtz declared that the Institution had 
been particularly pleased with the response given to the recent sym- 
posium. The scheme had been carefully thought out, and was not 
being allowed just to go to sleep again. The Institution had, in fact, 
already taken definite steps to discuss what could be done to implement 
the various suggestions. It was hoped that eventually it might be 
possible to formulate a policy for the Industry which, when the right 
time came, might be expressed in an appropriate place. Mr. Lucas 
remarked that, in spite of the difficulties of the times, the British 
Commercial Gas Association had not been idle, but had attempted, 
in the absence of the national campaign, to make it possible by other 
means for gas undertakings to maintain close relations with their 
consumers. These means had proved their value, and, moreover, 
were very inexpensive. The Association were not unmindful of the 
fact that there was to be a future which would bring with it its own 
problems—particularly on the distribution side; but these problems 
would demand also close practical interest on the part of members in 
their own districts. The same consideration would have to be given 
to commercial problems in the future as had been bestowed upon 
technical problems in the past. 


Another “British Restaurant” 


The provision of the cooking equipment for one of the most recent 
of the new Communal Feeding Centres or “British Restaurants,”’ as 
they are now called, was entrusted to a West Country Gas Under- 
taking, with conspicuous success. 

At the present time this Centre produces 320 meals daily but is 
capable of an output of 500. Everyone is pleased with the cleanliness, 
reliability and labour-saving features of the installation, which com- 
prises one 617 “‘Chester’’ treble oven range, one 25-gallon ‘“‘Lune” 
boiler, one 20-gallon milk and porridge boiler, one 6 ft. ““Warrington” 
hotcloset, and two 58 vegetable and pudding steamers. 

These were supplied to the order of the Gas Undertaking by 
Radiation Ltd. 


Falkirk Town Council have agreed to a recommendation of the 
Finance Committee that the price of gas to all consumers in the burgh 
be reduced by Sd. per 1000 cu.ft. 

Correction.—We regret a misprint in the Aeraspray Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd., advertisement in our issue for July 2. The last sentence of 
the third paragraph should have read: “They can be used in con- 
junction with any spray finishing equipment.” 

Buckhaven and Leven Gas Commissioners at their July meeting, 
on the recommendation of Mr. H. A. Aitken, General Manager, 
resolved to reduce the price of gas by 2d. per 1000 cu.ft. as from Aug. 
15. The present price is 3s. 11d. per 1000 cu.ft., the price at the 
beginning of the war being 3s. 3d. per 1000 cu.ft. 

At a Meeting of the Committee of the Fuel Luncheon Club it was 
the unanimous desire of all present that Sir David Milne-Watson, 
D.L., LL.D., should be nominated as President of the Club for the 
coming Session in succession to Lt.-Col. W. A. Bristow, who has 
occupied the Chair for the past two years. Sir David has accepted 
their invitation, and it is anticipated that he will start his year of office 
at the first meeting of the Club in October next, the date of which will 
be announced later. 

We are Informed by Mr. W. R. Drummond, Secretary of the 
National Gas Organizations in Scotland, that he has available on loan 
for gas undertakings and other public representatives and associations, 
&c., in Scotland a number of films, to which will be added in due 
course one or two others which are at present being revised, together 
with the two latest Gas Industry films entitled ‘“‘Health in Wartime” 
and “Factory Feeding” when these have been completed. 
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THE GAS INDUSTRY: 1941 AND AFTER 


We conclude our report of the discussion on the nine short Papers submitted at the 78th Annual 
Meeting of The Institution of Gas Engineers. 


(Continued from p. 


Paper by W. M. Carr 


Mr. F. R. G. Grant (St. Ives) wrote: I agree with the Author that 
all, or at any rate the majority of, the smaller Undertakings must go 
if our customers are to get what they are surely entitled to in service 
and also gas of an unvarying quality. This must mean, however, 
that not only Undertakings which are financially sound, but also those 
which are not, must be taken over under whatever scheme is in opera- 
tion. To my mind it is quite clear that regional planning will have 
to be clearly regional, and geographical conditions must not be 
allowed to prevent amalgamations and linking up. The whole 
population of the Country is as much the interest of the Gas Industry 
as of the electrical industry, and by sound planning the gas grid could 
stretch far and wide. 

Surely all this can be brought about by the Gas Industry itself 
without Government or outside interference. There are men in the 
Industry well fitted to do the initial planning. The British Gas 
Federation or The [nstitution of Gas Engineers should be able to 
nominate a committee to take the first steps in this matter. 

I agree with Col. Carr that the preliminary work should be taken 
in hand as soon as possible. The Gas Industry would then be in a 
position to take its share in the general reconstriction of the Country 
as a whole after the war. The existing Holding Companies, as well 
as those large Undertakings which have done so much in the way 
of absorbing smaller Undertakings, might well be consulted so as to 
obtain the benefit of their experience as far as it has gone in this work. 

As an example of regional planning ! can instance what was done 
thirty years ago by the then Grays and Tilbury Gas Company. By 
means of a high-pressure scheme, four Works were closed down as 
gas-making units, and numbers of villages and hamlets were supplied 
with gas, made entirely at Grays. This scheme involved the laying 
of over 60 miles of mains, both high- and low-pressure. This district 
has since then been greatly extended, and, in my opinion, it is real 
regional planning as well as being in the interests of both the Industry 
and the consumer. Regional planning and amalgamation must 
proceed together, and the more recent West Yorkshire grid is just 
another example of this, and one which will no doubt be followed 
by many others. It will not matter whether the gas comes from coke 
ovens or from large units far distant from the collieries. 

The Gas Industry has given good service to the community for 
many years now and will continue to do so. There are, however, 
many weak links in the chain which will have to be cut out if that 
service is to be made even better, so as to meet competition from 
whatever source it may come. By what means are these weak links 
to be cut out? This will be the main problem of the planning Com- 
mittee or other body undertaking the task of surveving this problem. 

Mr. J. Wilson (Ossett) wrote: It must be felt by all of us who have 
read this Paper that the death knell of all small Gas Undertakings 
has been, or at least is to be, sounded. Personally, | cannot see why 
this should be so, as they might and should carry out their important 
duties as distribution stations rather than manufacturing stations, to 
the great advantage of their own particular community. 

Gas Undertakings have opportunities of expansion such as are 
open to few businesses, even including those of our competitors, but 
most of this business is highly specialized, as in the case of industrial 
development, and at the same time is highly competitive. Gas must 
be available in large quantities and at a competitive price, and to 
bring about these conditions is a matter of concentrated manufacture, 
preferably at the source of the coal supply. * 

By manufacturing gas at the pit-head in coke ovens, wherever 
possible, expensive duplication of processes can be eliminated and a 
gas main substituted on the necessary compressing plant. Such 
duplication includes filling coal wagons at the pit, taking them over 
miles of railway tracks and emptying at some hundreds of various 
Gas-Works to be carbonized by many different methods, with varying 
degrees of skill, the amount available being dependent largely upon 
the ability of the Manager to persuade his Committee as to the necessity 
of technical direction on a Gas-Works. 

If supplies of gas were available to Undertakings in — quantities 
purified and at a standard calorific value and cheap in price, it would 
then be possible to pursue a long-sighted policy of extensive industrial 
development, and the price of gas to the domestic consumers would be 
reduced to such an extent that competition for the domestic heating 
load by other forms of fuel would be impossible. It should also be 
berne in mind that when purchasing gas on a pre-arranged specification 
of calorific value, sulphur content and inert contents, one is either 
purchasing all the necessary technical skill required in the manufacture 
of the gas or, if no such skill 1s employed, the Gas Department does 


* It is not generally realized that 10,000 cu.ft. per hr. for a 120-hr. week (5 days of 


; x 8-hr. shifts) means a load of 60 mill. cu.ft. per annum. 
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not have to meet any financial loss thereby incurred. It\is a hard 
but undeniable fact that consumers themselves care nothing as to 
where the gas is manufactured, and it is my personal experience that 
only a small percentage of the people in any town know where the 
Gas-Works is situated. Price and possibly service are the only 
concern of our consumers, and when we supply gas as a fuel as con- 
venient and as cheap or cheaper than any other form of fuel, then we 
shall get the majority of the fuel business. 

The larger the Gas Industry becomes, and the more vigorous its 
policy, the higher will be the Industry's prestige in the Country. | 
am afraid that the gas engineer, much as we might regret it, is slowly 
being superseded by the General Manager. 


Paper by G. E. Foxwell 


Mr. H. J. Hodsman (Leeds University) wrote: Dr. Foxwell refers 
to the “co-ordination of tar products,” apparently in regard to market- 
ing, and later to the collaboration of the gas and coking industries in 
the matter of research. The inter-relation of these is obvious in 
the present days of rapid changes in the chemical industry, and it may 
be doubted whether the present position is adequate. 

“Rheology” —a word of recent American origin—means the study 

“flow,” and is a study with far-reaching practical importance, 
peo not mentioned in our text-books of physics. In these the 
student learns that matter exists in three forms—solid, liquid, and gas 
—sharply separated by melting or boiling points. In actual faci 
this is far from true, and the distinction between solids and liquids in 
every-day life is blurred. Thus pitch, which at air temperature looks 
and feels like a solid, runs like a liquid, while vaseline, which feels 
liquid, will not run. These differences, which form the subject of 
rheology, determine the success or otherwise of innumerable practical 
processes, and of none more than the application of bituminous 
materia!s. In many or most of the applications of liquids or at least 
of flowing material some of the quality of solidity is desirable or 
essential, whereas tar behaves as a true liquid. It cannot be said, 
judging from the literature, that this limitation of tars has received 
adequate recognition. The preparation of road binders of tar 
furnishes a good example. In trials on the Leeds City highways, it 
has been shown that road surfaces can be made immune from bleeding 
or deformation in hot weather by the proper application of rheo- 
logical principles. 

Other examples of the results of controlling the quality of the 
fluidity of tars might be cited, but the importance of these remarks 
is that all tars are not susceptible to such treatment. Tars made in 
horizontal gas retorts and coke ovens alone, when tested, have never 
given the results mentioned. Tars made in continuous vertical 
retorts provide the best raw material, but low-temperature tars may 
be usefully employed. The successful development of these ideas is, 
therefore, of primary importance to the Gas Industry, which alone 
produces in quantity the necessary raw material. Other tars may be 
to some extent incorporated, but only on a hasis of suitable non- 
aromatic tar. 

The slow recognition of the significance of these observations 
emphasizes the need for the‘co-ordination” and “research” to which 
the Author refers. 


Paper by J. Terrace 


Mr. H. J. Togood (Hampton) wrote: | agree with Mr. Terrace that 
in our consideration of education problems we need to train the indi- 
vidual how to think and to develop his inborn faculties, for I feel that 
the greatest factor governing success in life is the attitude of mind 
which the student continuously and habitually brings to bear on his 
work. It has been truly said, “If a man love the labour of any trade, 
apart from any question of success or fame, the Gods have calied 
him.” Thus the man who becomes deeply interested in his studies or 
his work possesses great advantages over men who can find no pleasure 
in what they have to do. 

Mr. E. C. Le Jeune (South Metropolitan Gas Company) wrote: In 
connexion with the general education of recruits for the Gas Industry, 
1 should like to emphasize the importance of voung men having a 
good foundation in English and some training designed to develop 
character, health, intelligence, ideals of service, and the like. Per- 
sonality may be of greater importance than knowledge of facts. On 
the general question of recruitment, the Author’s recommendations 
might well be extended to include candidates who have had the 
advantages of Boy Scout or similar training. 
(Concluded on p. 186) 
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The London Market 


July 28. 


The prices of Tar Products in the London 
Market are approximately as follows: 

Pitch is nominal; creosote 4}d. to 5d.; re- 
fined tar 33d. to 4d.; pure toluene under the 
Ministry of Supply Toluene No. 2 Order 
‘2s. Sd.; pure benzole Is. 10d.; 95/160 
solvent naphtha is 2s. 5d. to 2s. 8d.; and 90/160 
pyridine about 13s. 6d.; all per gallon naked; 
refined crystals naphthalene £23 per ton in 
bags; all prices ex Makers’ works. 


Tar Products in Scotland 
GLascow, July 26. 


Trading conditions continue quite normal in 
this area although some products are not 
readily procurable, having been well sold 
forward on contract. 


Refined tar continues in fair demand for 
delivery in the home market at 4}d. to Sd. per 
gallon, while for export supplies are available 
at round 34d. per gallon, both f.o.r. naked. 


Creosote oil is firmer as under: Specification 
oil, 53d. to 6d. per gallon; low gravity, 64d. to 
7d. per gallon; neutral oil, 6d. to 64d. per 
gallon; all ex Works in bulk. 


Cresylic acid is in good demand at the 
following prices: Pale, 99/100%, 3s. 4d. to 
3s. 6d. per gallon; Pale, 97/99°%, 3s. to 3s. 2d. 
per gallon; Dark, 97/99%, 2s. 8d. to 2s. 10d. 
per gallon; all ex Works in buyers’ packages. 


Crude naphtha shows no alteration at round 
64d. to 74d. per gallon ex Works in bulk, 
according to quality. 


Solvent naphtha: 90/160 grade is Is. 84d. 
to ls. 9d. per gallon and 90/190 Heavy Naphtha 
is ls. 44d. to 1s. 54d. per gallon. 


Pyridines continue quiet at about 14s. per 
gallon for 90/160 grade and 16s. per gallon for 
90/140 grade. 


Gas Products 
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Prices 


The Provinces 


July 28. 


The average prices of gas-works products 
during the week were: Pitch and Crude Tar,* 
Toluole, naked, North, 1s. 10d. (controlled by 
the Control of Toluene No. 2 Order, July 5, 
which fixes the maximum price at which this 
material may be sold). Coal tar, crude 
naphtha, in bulk, North, 10d. to 1ld. Solvent 
naphtha, naked, North, Is. 9d. to Is. 10d. 
Heavy naphtha North, Is. 6d. to Is. 74d. 
Creosote, ex works, in bulk, North, liquid and 
salty, 44d. to 43d.; Scotland, 44d. to 4}d.; 
low gravity, 44d. to 43d. Fuel Grade, 4d. to 
44d. Carbolic acid, 60’s, 3s. 74d. to 3s. 9d. 
Naphthalene, £12 to £15. Salts, 70s. to 80s., 
bags included. Anthracene, “‘A’’ quality, 44d. 
to 43d. per minimum 40% purely nominal. 
Heavy oil: Unfiltered anthracene oil (min. 
zr. 1,080), 54d. to 54d.; filtered heavy oil 
(min. gr. 1,080), S3d. to 6d.; heavy anthracene 
oil gr. less than 1,080, 6d. to 6}d.3 

*In regard to pitch and crude tar prices we would 


ask readers to refer to the editorial note in our issue 
of Sept. 4, 1940, p. 404. 





We are Informed by Mr. T. O. Wilton, 
Governing Director of the Chemical Engineer- 
ing and Wilton’s Patent Furnace Co., Ltd., 
The Old House, London Road, Horsham, that 
the Company has recently been favoured with 
the largest contract for complete pipe still 
distillation units ever placed in this country— 
consisting of three units each of 150 tons of 
crude tar per day throughput. The units will 
each be complete with the latest Wilton type 
fractionating equipment and automatic con- 
trols—one man per shift operating each unit. 
This contract has been placed with the 
Company by the Yorkshire Tar Distillers, 
Ltd., and their associated group the Scottish 
Tar Distillers, Ltd. 

This large contract follows an original 
successful installation where all guarantees 
were passed. The satisfactory working 
resulted in this repeat order, with promise of 
more installations in the future. 





Gas Stocks 


The stock markets opened the week with a 
firmer tendency, although business throughout 
was quiet and price movements within narrow 
limits. Fractional changes occurred here and 
there among British Funds but prices eventually 
closed at the same levels as a week ago—24$% 
Consols remaining at 82. There was more 
activity at one time among home rails and 
several were marked up although improvements 
were not held. Except in a very few instances 
slight declines were the order of the day among 
industrials, even some of recent firmer 
favourites being marked down. Apart from 
some support for Mexican Eagles oil shares 
were dull while rubbers, after a good start, fell 
away at the close. 


In contrast to the majority of sections, Gas 
stocks and shares were quite well supported, 
Ordinaries came in for the bulk of attention, 
business being recorded in the stocks of most 
of the larger undertakings. There was a good 
demand for Commercial ordinary at the present 
low price and the quotations finally closed 


and Shares 


2 points higher at 294. Wandsworth, which 
was also well supported, rose 4 points to 664. 
The Cardiff Company is paying an interim of 
24% against 3% last year, but the quotation 
which was marked x.d. on July 21 only reacted 
1 point to 884. A feature in the Supplementary 
List was the sharp drop of 10 points in East 
Surrey 54% preference. , 

The following price changes were recorded 
last week: 


OFFICIAL LIST 


Bournemouth 4 p.c. Deb... . 88—93 +1 
Cardiff Ord. (x.d.) we or .. 86—91 July 21 
Commercial Ord. Ss pak 27—32 +2 

* Gas Light 34 p.c. max. a 39—44 +1 


Severn Valley 44 p.c. Cum. Pref. ... 16/——18/-| —-/6d. 
South Metropolitan3 p.c.Deb. ... 67—72 +2 


South Suburban Ord.... - « 58—63 +1 
bs 5 p.c. Deb. ... . 995—1!00 +1 
Wandsworth Consolidated ... ; 64—69 +4 
‘ 5p.c.Deb. ... ... 97—102 +3 


SUPPLEMENTARY LIST 


East Surrey 5} p.c. Pref. «| 70—80 | —-10 


PROVINCIAL EXCHANGES 


Liverpool Ord.... .. | 91-94 | 42 
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District work is principally concerned with relations with the public, 
and includes many variables which cannot be reduced to terms of an 
exact art of science; but experience teaches that all gas representatives 
dealing with the service side should have had some technical and 
practical training, and that salesmen are the better for having technical 
qualifications. 

In the section dealing with training for higher posts, the need for 
the study of administration is recognized, and reference to the advis- 
ability of association in philosophical and debating societies appears 
to me to be right and proper. In perhaps no other sphere can sound 
reasoning and correct marshalling of facts and arguments be so well 
exercised. 


Paper by W. Rupert King 


Dr. G. E. Foxweli (London) wrote: Mr. King’s excellent discussion 
of the work of the Gas Press leads me to ask what steps are taken 
within the Gas Industry to note and try out useful suggestions made 
in the Technical Press and elsewhere. There must be space provided 
somewhere for detailed development of argument or instruction, but 
compression is necessary if the busy gas manager shall be able to 
follow all that is written. I suggest that the official organ to which 
reference has been made should take the form of a monthly publication 
by the Gas Research Board of whatever really useful information is 
published on carbonization and gas practice throughout the world, 
in an easily readable form more extended than the usual abstracts and 
similar to the Readers’ Digest. 

Captain W. J. Liberty (London) wrote: As a fairly full reader of the 
Gas Press during the last 45 years I admit that I find myself in agree- 
ment with Mr. King on the question of verbosity. When one reads 
redundant sentences, repeated statements, and unduly lengthy descrip- 
tions, one wishes they had not been so lengthy and so verbose. How 
much brighter and interesting Papers would be if they were more 
concise and only the salient points given so much attention ; how they 
would stand out from the large amount of surplus verbiage and how 
considerably it would help the Press and its readers. I believe that 
is Mr. King’s point, and with the increased activities of the Institution 
and the District Organizations it is a matter which demands con- 
sideration. 

Mr. R. J. Restall (Stalybridge) wrote: The Technical Press would 
serve the Gas Industry better by exercising full criticism on all matters, 
and a service unassessable in value would result from abridged versions 
of matter, but these would be better in the form of précis. A Press 
Board would probably find within the Gas Industry many willing to 
summarize. 

The weakness of our Technical Press is the miserable fact that the 

- weeklies depend on some possible 1,500 buyers, many of whom expect 
each in turn a “good press.”” This to some extent controls gas news 
and views. Generally throughout the greater part of the year these 
more-or-less controlled periodicals manage to produce some very 
creditable material and at the same time protect the “trade” secrets of 
the Industry. .This point is of more importance perhaps than we 
realize, and an official organ might provide for our competitors 
information best kept to ourselves. 

Mr. H. Staniforth (Managing Director, Gas Times) wrote: At the 
outset may I say that, representing the youngest gas periodical, I am 
in general agreement with all that Mr. Rupert King has put into his 
very able exposition of the place of the Technical Press in the Gas 
Industry of the future. The Author has avoided, and rightly so, the 
more controversial aspects of the subject; yet, if one wishes to reach 
a true understanding of the Technical Press, what it is, what it can do, 
and so on, those matters must come into account. I mention this in 
passing and not with any intention of introducing controversy. 

J am glad that the Author mentioned the matter of ‘‘Papers.”’ For 
my part I can give an assurance—and I am sure that it is true of other 
periodicals—that we are always seeking the best method of treating 
Papers presented at the many meetings which are normally held all 
over the Country. It must be borne in mind that although those 
readers who were present at meetings have copies of the Papers and so 
have no interest in the reports in the Technical Press, there are 
thousands of gas men elsewhere who find interest in the Papers and 
would not know of them but for their publication, wholly or in part, 
in the Technical Press. This is a-very complicated business and I 
cannot now discuss all its aspects ; but I can simply say that we attempt 
the best feasible compromise. 

Now, I would venture to ask the Author to define “irresponsible 
criticism.”” He says that the Technical Press fails in an important 
purpose if it does not help to mould opinion within the Industry by 
criticism when necessary. Where is the line drawn, and who is to 
draw it, between irresponsible and responsible criticism? Taking the 
nairow view, all Press criticism could be counted irresponsible in that 
those who suggest policies are not responsible for carrying them out 
or for the results. But it would be a mistake to regard as criticism 
every expression of opinion, or suggestion, if it does not chance to 
coincide with official policy, and still less would it be reasonable to 
look upon it as irresponsible criticism. 

The Author did well to ask for a little more confidence for the 
Technical Press. The “Confidential and Not for Publication” 
rubber stamp is wielded far too freely—it has become rather a joke 
among those concerned with journalism. I cannot recall a single 
instance where the Gas Press has been guilty of a breach of confidence, 
so there is no excuse for secrecy on that account. But the secrecy is 
carried to the most innocuous items of news—so harmless that they 
would not be worthy of publication in any case. The Author has no 
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liking for the controlled Press—nor have I. It would not benefit tie 
Gas Industry to have an official organ any more than it would benetit 
this country to have a “‘British Gazette,” as has been suggested. [n 
point of fact, that is plain Nazism—the suppression of all opinions 
except the official view. I grant that such an official organ could he 
put over easily on the financial resources of the Industry and without 
aid from advertisers; but what would it be worth? What influence 
would it wield? I venture to say, very little. Similarly with the 
rationalized Press which is mooted on occasion. It is not a practical 
proposition, desirable as it may appear in theory. It is too easily 
assumed that, say, the engineer should have no interest in the work 
of the sales side and that neither has an interest in distribution. That 
may be an ideal of specialization; but it is not, or should not be, in 
accord with the realities. So that we should be back where we 
started, except that the Press would have been confronted with many 
practical problems to solve. The live gas man would still read three 
periodicals, but rather different ones from those now offered. One 
might just as well say that a Gas Undertaking should be conducted 
in three gas-tight compartments—industrial, commercial, and domestic 
—and with as much justification. I suggest very seriously that the 
Gas Press would not be what it is to-day were it not for friendly 
competition, and that the Press can be trusted to work out its own 
salvation. 

I would add just a word or two on the relationship between writer 
and reader. Unless we have writers there can be no readers, and the 
expert writers can come only from the readers who are doing the job. 
Just as money paid out by the State comes out of the public pocket, 
so material read in the Press must come from the reader, We have 
no “rich uncles” in Australia to provide material for publication. | 
am afraid that this fundamental fact is overlooked, although in several 
ways I have tried to correct the erroneous impression. 

The Gas Press is not in need of planning; what it needs is a more 
understanding attitude on the part of the Industry; a realization that 
the periodical which arrives on time does not just happen; that its 
value depends upon those who employ it rather than upon those 
responsible for its production, even though the last-named may be 
charged with providing the ultimate balanced “‘diet.”’ 


Paper by Sir Frederick West 


Mr. R. Walker (Manchester) wrote: It is rather surprising to note 
from Table | of Sir Frederick West’s Paper, giving a summary of the 
Declarations of calorific values, that these range from 200 to 600 
B.Th.U., embracing 26 different calorific values. Such a state of 
affairs does not augur well for the future of the Gas Industry and there 
will be general agreement with the Author’s comment that ‘the 
standardization of calorific values appears to have been sufficiently 
discussed in general.’’ Is this a reflection on the Industry for not 
giving a definite lead on such a vital matter? No Post-War Recon- 
struction of the Gas Industry would be complete without a standardi- 
zation of calorific value, specific gravity and combustion charac- 
teristics of gas, due regard being given to the diversity of existing 
carbonizing systems and also to the coal itself. 

The Author contends “‘that the policy of the Gas Industry should be 
to provide the maximum of refined fuel in the gaseous form, keeping 
coke in its proper position, the secondary one of a by-product.” Will 
this be the position in the post-war period? The policy of the Gas 
Industry will then be to provide gas at the cheapest possible price. 
If the price of gas can be reduced by improvements in by-products, 
e.g., by producing a more reactive coke, then the Gas Industry cannot 
afford to ignore this important aspect of its activities. The Industry 
will continue to prosper and expand by providing a commodity or 
commodities superior to others at competitive prices. 


United Kingdom Gas Corporation, Ltd. 


Satisfactory Progress 


Mr. R. B. H. Ottley’s Speech 

At the Annual General Meeting held at 55, Bishopsgate, London, 
E.C. 2 on July 17, 1941, the Chairman said: Shareholders will not 
expect a very long or detailed speech from me on the accounts for the 
year 1940. The Corporation has had certain difficulties to contend 
with due to the vicissitudes of the war, but all have been satisfactorily 
dealt with by the Subsidiary Companies with the assistance of our 
Central Administration, and the properties as a whole are in better 
shape than at the beginning of the period under review. 


Developments in the West Riding 


The West Yorkshire Gas Distribution Company is now operating 
in the West Riding, and we have sufficient experience to see the vast 
potentialities of this scheme. We are greatly encouraged, and hope 
that the results will reflect themselves substantially in the figures of 
our balance-sheets in the next 24 months. 

Opportunity has been taken to write off unproductive assets 
amounting to some £13,000, and the sum of £14,178 is carried forward. 

The thanks of the Board and the shareholders are due to Colonel 
Carr and the staff of Central Administration, also the chief officials 
and staffs of the Subsidiary Companies for the excellent work they 
have done in circumstances often of considerable difficulty. 
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